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These are busy days at Tormach, with a new building, 

new products, new processes, and much more. With so 

much going on, and with considerable encouragement 

from customers, we've decided to establish a regular 

newsletter. In this first edition I'd like to point out that 

this is not just another way to sell stuff. Tormach is a 

mission based company: we're here to help enable peo-

ple who make things. Whether you're an entrepreneur, 

manufacturer, researcher, educator, or hobbyist, we are 

here to help you become more successful in what you 

do. We try to do this through a combination of products, 

supporting documents, and educational materials. I 

hope this newsletter reflects that, offering a mix of new 

products, technical information, and tips. As always, 

your comments and suggestions are appreciated. 

Letter from Greg  

Greg Jackson  

CEO 

Tapping Heads are used to make screw threads in 

previously drilled holes. Tormach now offers both a 

Small Tapping Head (PN 30613) for tapping sizes #0 

to 1/4ò and a Large Tapping Head (PN 30612) for 

tapping sizes #8 to 1/2ò. Our Tapping Heads feature 

an auto-reverse tap head with an internal gear/clutch 

mechanism which provides two functions. First, it will 

allow compliance in length to accommodate variation 

between spindle rotation speed and Z-axis speed as 

the tap screws into the hole. Second, it contains a 

gear clutch mechanism that will reverse rotation of the 

tap as the tap head withdraws.  

Click here for more information  

Large Tapping  

Head 

Jog/Shuttle  

Controller  

The Jog/Shuttle Controller (PN 30616) is a human 

interface device to aid speedy and accurate manual 

positioning of the axes of the PCNC 1100. It serves 

the role of the device often termed an Electronic 

Handwheel or MPG. The ring can be turned clockwise 

or counter clockwise and, when released, the spring 

returns it to the central position. It is used to move any 

of the four axes of the machine. The speed of move-

ment depends on the distance the ring is turned and 

the direction of the movement depends on the direc-

tion of rotation; clockwise moves the chosen axis in 

the positive direction of motion. The overall range of 

speeds can be limited by using the control softwareôs 

Slow Jog Rate DRO. 

Click here for more information  

New Products  
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Questions or comments? E-mail us at info@tormach.com or call (608) 849-8381 

Tormach 204 Moravian Valley Rd., Suite N, Waunakee, WI 53597 

Bob Grosse has been with Tormach since July 2006. 
Bob has been a professional machinist for more than 30 
years and owned Grosse Tool of Sun Prairie for 22 
years. When not answering technical questions or out 
riding his Harley, Bob can often be found running a 
PCNC mill in Tormachôs shop. You can email or call Bob 
with your questions at Robert@tormach.com  or (608) 
849-8381 ext. 14 . 

Bob Grosse  

Master Machinist   

Employee Profile  

Software: This summer we have updated 

the machine control software with our M3 

release, based on the Mach3 software. Our 

latest software is essential for using the Jog 

Shuttle Controller and very helpful when us-

ing a reversing tapping head. The latest ver-

sion of M3 (release 1.7) includes macros 

that greatly reduce the complex program-

ming normally needed for a reversing style 

tapping head. The new release is a free up-

grade for all PCNC 1100 machine owners 

and works with all machines. 

Click here for more information  

Tech Tips  

Manual: People who are new to CNC are often overwhelmed by all the tech-

nical information in the manual and skip over much of it. If you've had your 

machine for a while, this might be a good time to pick it up and take another 

look. After you've had some experience with CNC milling, some of the sec-

tions that seemed confusing at first might just be insightful. The manual is up-

dated and improved frequently. If your version is old, you can download the 

latest version for free by clicking the link below. If you'd prefer the spiral bound 

printed version you can order the PN 30625.  

Click here for more information  

Documents: For extended information on the following topics, please click on 

the link beside the topic heading. 

 Installing Mach 3 ð Click here for more information  

 Video about Mach 3 ð Click here for more information  

 Updating SprutCAM post file ð Click here for more information  

http://www.tormach.com/
http://www.tormach.com/Product_PCNC_acc.html#tappingheads

